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St. Luxe XVI. 9. 


And I ſay unto you, Make to your ſelves Friends of 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that when ye 


fail they may receive you into everlaſting Habi- 
tations. | 


Y Text is the Application of that well-known 

Parable concerning the Unjuſt Steward. Who 

finding that he ſhou'd for waſting his Ma- 

| ſter's Goods be diſmifled from his Office, 
provided againſt that Misfortune at his Maſter's Ex- 
pence ; And by dealing ſecretly with the Debtors of his 
Lord, and making falſe Entries into his Books of Ac- 
counts, contrived to ſecure himſelf a Maintenance, by 
way of Return for the Summs he had remitted. The 
Diſhoneſty of this Practice it was not for our Saviour's 
Purpoſe to take notice of ; And therefore his Silence 
ought not to be underſtood as any Approbation of it: 
But the Wit and provident forecaſt of the Man. he 
thought deſerved Commendation, And in this reſpect 
only it is, that the Words now read propoſe him for 


Our Pattern. For, after reproaching the Children of, . 


Light with being leſs wiſe than the Children of this World 
are in their Generation, it follows here, And I ſay unto 
you, Make to your ſelves Friends of- the Mammon of On- 
righteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlaſting Habitations. 

The only Difliculty in the Words is what we are to 
underſtand by the Mammon of Onrighteouſneſs : Which 
may be eaſily removed by obſerving, that our Lord 85 
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the twelfth verſe plainly oppoſes the Unrighteons or de- 
ceitful Mammon to the True Riches. Meaning thereby, 
not that Wealth which is gotten by Deceit, but that, 
which it truſted to, will certainly deceive and deal un- 
faithfully by us: As by the True Riches he does not un- 
derſtand thoſe Riches, which are therefore fo called be- 
cauſe the fruits of Juſtice and Integrity, but thoſe which are 
laſting and ſubſtantial and may ſafely be depended up- 
on. It is not improbable therefore, that the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs may intend the ſame thing here; and 
rhe rather, becauſe the very next Words after this Ex- 
preſſion make our failing the Argument, why it ſhould 
be employed to this purpoſe of ſecuring an everlaſting 
Habitation. | 

Thus it is a Command of univerſal extent, and concerns 
all who have the opportunities of expending the tranſi- 
tory Goods of this Life, ſo as may turn to ſome account 
in the other. | 

In treating of the words then, I ſhall confine my elf 
to theſe three Particulars. 

Firſt, I ſhall obſerve to you the manner of expreſſing 
this Duty, as it lies in thoſe words, Make to your ſelve; 
Friends of the Mammon of Onrighteouſneſs. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall lay before you the Motive uſed to 
quicken us in the performance of that Duty, which I 
take to be contained in thoſe words, hen ye fail. 

Thirdly, The Advantage we ſhall reap from it, which 
is, being received by this means into everlaſting Habi- 
tat tons. 

It muſt not be expected that I ſhould fay upon this 
Subject what each of theſe Heads will bear; but I ſhall 
make it my Buſineſs to offer ſuch things only, as the de- 
fgn of this Parable, and the relation my Text ſtands in 
to it, render moſt pertinent to be inſiſted on. Bil 
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Firſt, I obſerve to you the Duty it ſelf, and the man- 
ner of expreſſing it, Make to your ſelves Friends of the 
Mammon of Onrighteouſneſs. 

It is very probable, our Saviour choſe to expreſs 


himſelf after this manner, with regard to the Methods 


of the unjuſt Steward, who took Sanctuary in the Gra- 
titude and Friendſhip of others, when the Favour of 
his own Maſter had forſaken him. But, had there been 
no ſuch particular Alluſion to the Parable, Reaſons 
enough might have induc'd him thus to ſpeak. For 
I think it will be acknowledged, that no Virtue in the 
World is equal to this of Charity to the Poor, for 
the Admiration it excites, and the general good Ac- 
ceptance it finds. They, whoſe Condition diſables them 
from practiſing it, yet wilh with all their Souls they 
could: And even thoſe ſordid Wretches, who have 
the Power but want the Will to practiſe it, cannot for- 
bear approving them that do. We can very hardly for- 
bid our ſelves conceiving a juſt Indignation at the Proſpe- 
rity of that Man, whoſe Vices, or Vanities, or ill-natured 
Pride draw all his Plenty to center entirely in himſelf, and 
make him look down upon all below him with an hard- 
hearted Negligence and Diſdain. And as little can we 
find in our Hearts to grudge that good Man any of 
his Bleſſings, who ſeeks no other advantage from his 
Abundance, than to imitate the Diſtribution of the Man- 
14 heretofore, and fill up what falls ſhort in another's 
Meaſure by that which runs over in his own. They that 
taſte the Fruits of this Grace mult needs love it, becauſe 
this is in effe& to love themſelves; and they who 
ſtand in no need, and receive no immediate Benefit of 
it, cannot ſo far put off Humanity and good Nature, 
as not to rejoyce, when they ſee a Diſpoſition of Mind 
which proves a publick Bleſſing to all 25 come within 

2 Its 


its Compaſs, and which deſires above all things and 


wiſhes it could become ſo to all the World. And in- 
deed, when the matter comes to be duly conlidered, theſe 
vaſt Applauſes, and univerſal Approbations are perhaps 
more juſtly owing to this Vartue-tHan to any other. For in 
other Cafes Men may be virtuous for their own private and 
preſent Advantage; Juſtice ſecures us from Infamy and 
Puniſhment; Temperance preſerves our Health; Fruga- 
lity encreaſes our Eſtate; Hoſpitality, engages equal re- 
turns of Kindneſs ; but Charity is taking from our ſelves 
what we are naturally apt to be fond of for the fake 
of doing good to others: And therefore this is made 
the ſum of a Chriſtian's Duty, and we find the whole 
of what we owe to God and our Neighbour compre- 
hended in that inſtance of doing well out of Love to 
God, and doing good to our Brethren for his ſake. And 
of all the good we do or can do that is the braveſt and 
moſt commendable, in which we look. upon God as our 
Pay-maſter; and, without expecting any Requital in pre- 
ſent, are well ſatisfied to wait for a long diſtant Recom- 
pence till the Reſurrection of the Juſtrt. 
And a Recompence then we (hall be ſure to have; 
For, if the good Opinion of Men be worthy our E- 
ſteem, the Teſtimony and Favour of God is greater: 
This is the moſt valuable Conſideration therefore, 
that ſuch a wiſe and generous Management of the 
Plenty we enjoy makes God aud Chriſt our Friends. 
The communicating thoſe Bleſſings and Happineſſes we 
partake of is the moſt effectual way of copying after 
the Excellencies of that adorable Being, who created 
all things tor their own Benefit, and made every work 
of his Hands in its kind amiable and good. But of all 
inſtances of Bounty none can be more acceptable, 


than that which tends to the Relief and Comfort 
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of diſtreſſed Man. When we uſe our Brethren with 
a becoming Tenderneſs and Reſpect, aud think it an 
Injury to the great Original above, to ſtand unmoved, 


and patiently to ſce his Images here below ſullyed and 


deformed, with Sickneſs or Poverty, Nakedneſs Fi Con- 


tempt, without endeavouring to help their Weaknelles, 
and to redreſs the Miſeries they groan under. So be- 
coming every Man, ſo agreeable to the mighty God, 
does even Reaſon ſthew a publick Spirit and compaſſio- 
nate Temper to b But eſpecially the Goſpel encoura- 
ges this Diſpoſition, by that marvellous Condeſcenſion, 
whereby our bleſſed Saviour interprets our Kindneſs to 
the Poor, as done to Himſelf; and declares, that thoſe 
who cloath and feed the Hungry and the Naked do 
cloath and feed Chriſt ; that they ſhall be accounted His 
Benefactors and His Creditors, and reckoned with, and 
recompenced accordingly. If then the Praiſes and 


the Bleſſings, the Interceſſions and Prayers of all thoſe 


thankful refreſhed Bowels who taſte and live by our Be- 
neficence ; It the univerſal Applauſe and Approbation 
of thoſe who ſce only, but only ſeeing muſt needs 
allow, and ſecretly at leaſt commend our Charity: If 
laſtly, the having it in our Power to imitate God, 
and not only to imitate, but to render him our Debtor; 
In a word, If the Conſent and good Liking of the worſt, 
as well as the beſt Men; If the inward Complacencies of 
ones own Mind, and thoſe ſweet Satisfactions which in a 
wonderful manner accompany ſuch Works; It the Bleſ- 
ſings of this World, and the Bliſſes of the next, are 
of any Conſideration; we can never want Motives to 
recommend this Virtue: And it muſt be confeſt, that 
that which ingratiates us ſo mightily, and contracts 
ſuch firm Obligations, ſuch mutual Heu ſuch 


hyeet Complacencies with God, our Selves, and all 


Mankind. 
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Mankind, coud not be more : properly 8 could not be 
more truly repreſented, than by this moſt ſigniſicant 
Phraſe, choſen by our bleſſed Lord, of Making Friend, 


to our "ſelves by the Mammon of Uxnrighteonſweſs. 


II. Thus much may very reaſonably be gathered, from 


the Terms in which the Command is here propounded 
to us. But to all this there is added a very quickening 
and powerful Motive, which ſcemeth to me couched 
in theſe words, When ye fail. This failing therefore 
is my ſecond Head, 1 of anſwers to the Steward's loſs 
of his Employment in the Parable : And as he there 
was not only put out of his place, but called to an 
account too, ſo it preſents Two Conſiderations to us in 
the Application : Firſt, That this Mammon of On- 
righteouſneſs is not our own 5 and Secondly, That it is 


ven us in truſt. 
The Former of theſe infers, that the having or 


the loſing it depends upon the pleaſure of another; 


and the Latter, that we muſt be anſwerable for the Ma- 
nagement of it for the time we are permitted to uſe 
enjoy it. 

"FE , By Failing here is meant, that this Mammor 
of urig 25 ne ſrl is not our own ; but the having 
& loſing of it ds upon the pleaſure of another. 
The Accuſation brought against this Steward, was that 
he had waſted Goods, which were not His, but his 
Maſter's. And the comparing Us to that Steward 
was deſigned, no doubt, to awaken in us this neceſſa- 
ry Remark, That our Poſſeſſions are only lent and per- 
mitted to our uſe, but that {till the Property is not in 
Us but in the great Lord, to whoſe Service and Fa- 
. e belong. And this one would think there 

ſhoùld be no great occaſion to put Men in mind of, 


who n every day with Loſſes and ſtrange Ac- 
„ cidents, 


lere 


I 


one Man and to ſet up another. 


Charity to the Poor. 
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cidents, and have their Memories refreſht by continual 
riſes of new, the falls of ancient Families, and the infi- 
nite changes and viciſſitudes of Fortune. Theſe all ſhew 
how unſtable our Enjoyments are, and to thoſe who 
rightly conſider them, they appear plainly to be the 
work of a wiſe and over-ruling Hand. And then, What 
ſhall we ſay to the Wars and Invaſions, the Robberies 
and Piracies, the Earthquakes and Peſtilences, the Fires 
and Inundations, the Shipwrecks, and Storms, and Blaſts, 
nay the Corruptions of Courts of Juſtice, the Forgeries 
and Subornations, the Vexations and Oppreſſions ot 
Bribery and perverted Law ; the innumerable chances of 
Life, and the almoſt as numberleſs variety of Deaths? Can 
we ſee, can we conſider theſe, and will they till ſuffer us 
to be ſo ſtupid, as to call any thing Ours ? This they 
forbid in whatever reſpect we look upon them ; But it 
interpreted in the religious and true Senſe, What arc 
they all in reality, but ſo many Methods of taking our 
Stewardſhip from Us, or Us from Them? So many in- 
ſtances of His Juſtice and Sovereignty, whoſe all things 
are, and who ordains or permits all theſe ways of 
. to every Man ſeverally as he will; whoſe right 
is fo abſolute, and his property ſo entire, that he can- 
not do wrong to any, however he thinks fit to put down 
Indeed ſo exceeding 
ſlippery are our beſt Enjoyments, expoſed to ſo many and 
ſo violent Hazards; And if nothing of that kind break 
in upon them, ſo very fading and*tranfitory ; ſo ſhort 
this little term of Life, and ſo ſwift in its Paſſage, even 
when longeſt, even when moſt undiſtarbed ; that I muſt 
needs approve, and cannot but beg leave to ſet before you 
that ingenious Compariſon made 


fide, under which firſt one Traveller refreſhes himfelf and 
eats 


y one of the Fathers; s:. Ch. 
wherein he reſembles the World to a Tree by the Way ſoſtom. 


The Wiſdom . of. 


[ eats of its Fruit; and, when He is called off by his Bu- 
1 | ſineſs and his Journy, then Another and Another: The 
il Perſons under it are perpetually ſhifting, and all they 
5 can pretend to there is only ſome preſent Eaſe and 
14 Entertainment; But as for the Tree, the whole Title 
| of That is not in any of the Men that live upon its 
Fruit, or lodge under its Shade, but ſolely in the Lord 
of the Mannor, upon whoſe Waſte it ſtands. The Ap- 
plication is molt natural and eaſie; for, is there any 
thing plainer, than that the Condition of Mankind herc 
is like that of a wayfaring Man, always in motion? 
The utmoſt Benefit We receive from the Gifts of Pro- 
vidence, amounts only to ſuſtaining one's ſelf a little while, 
and relieving ſome preſent Neceſſities, A (ſhelter and de- 
fender againſt the Storms of ill Weather, and ill Fortune. 
But ſtill the Man is but upon the Road, and long his 
ſtay there cannot be: Nature hath not appointed Him, 
nor Me, nor Any of us Owners of this Convenience. 
A World of other People are in the ſame way, haſting 
toward the ſame place, and they expect the ſame Accom- 
modations every one in their turn. Our Houſes and 
Grounds, like that Tree, are ſtill the ſame; but there is 
a: continual Succeſſion of freſh Faces coming into them; 
And when we have taken all the care imaginable, When 
we have attained to that, which we fondly but fallly 
call Eſtate and Settlement; ſtill nothing is ſettled but 
original Right in the great-univerſal Lord. The Next 


to us, as purely,accidental, as the next Traveller we mect 
upon the comnion Highway. The Fruit and the Shade 
is Mine now, and will be His then; but that which 
yields it, belongs to neither of us. And therefore the 
Plſalmiſt conſidered this thing very duly, and pronounced 
a juſt Sentence, when he called thoſe Men ignorant and 


Fooliſh : 


that comes may be as diſtant a Dweller, as mere a Stranger 
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fooliſſʒ who, though they ſee there is no Remedy, but 
they muſt leave their Riches for others, yet flatter them- 


ſelves with a vain thought that their Families ſball con- Pi, 1. 


tinue for ever, and that their dwelling places ſhall endure 
from one Generation to another ; and hope to perpetuate 
their Memories, by calling Houſes and Lands after their 
own Names. 5 

This is indeed a very Neceſſary, and may be made a 
very Profitable Reflection; but fo it may be abuſed , 
and become a very pernicious one too. For there is 
a ſort of People, who, when convinced of the ſhort- 
neſs and uncertainty of their tenure here below, are 
apt to turn this into an occaſion of Riot and all man- 
ner of wild and deſperate Extravagance. Let eat 
and drink, for to morrow we die, 1s then received as 
the wiſeſt Maxim, and beſt Rule of Living; And 
not to ſnatch the fleeting and ' periſhing Bliſs, by in- 
dulging Senſe and Pleaſure, and bing the moſt of Life, 
(as they call it) ſeems a downright Dotage. Mode- 
ration is affected and abſurd, and Mortification, Mad- 
neſs in ſuch Mens eſteem. The Text therefore, by put- 
ting us in remembrance that we ſhall fail, like that un- 
juſt Steward, dire&s us to a ſecond and more preſſing 
Conſideration ; and ſhews, not only that this Mammor 
of Unrighteouſneſs is not our own, and at anothers 
diſpoſal z but likewiſe, 'that it is giyen us in Truſt, 
and conſequently We are accountable for the uſe and 
management, during the little time of its being left in 
kr!!! THEE STS 

The Office and Character of Stewards does not only 
imply, that we are removable at pleaſure, but as St. Paul 


well obſerves, it requires moreover, that ſuch Men be, cor. . 


found faithful. It plainly ſpeaks a Confidence repoſed 


in them, a Confidence for which they are anſwerable ; 
VARY C an 
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| and the Proceedings in this Parable ſhew, that they 


ſhall ſurely be called upon to anſwer for it: That an 
Impeachment of Waſte will one Day be brought againſt 
thoſe that have committed it ; and that our Lord will 
not tamely put up the wrong done to Him, when his 
Goods arè conſumed upon our Luſts, or ſquandered 
away in vain and unprofitable Expences. 

And, in truth, the former Conſideration does in a 
great meaſure depend upon This. The Uncertainty of 
our Poſſeſſions, and the changing their preſent Occu- 
piers upon the being liable to be queſtioned for the uſe 
of them. For among other reaſons of that Providence, 
which diſtributes the Advantages of this World, One 
is the Deſert, or the Defects of the Perſons to whom 
they are diſtributed. 


F & 


Thus Some Mens Virtucs are bleſſed with a large 


. 


increaſe on purpoſe to make them Inſtruments, of Mer- 
cy and doing good. To Others Riches are given with 
a deſign of trying their Diſpoſitions ; whether the feel- 
ing they have of God's Bounty towards themſelves, 
will, prevail, with, them to imitate that Excellence. If 
they have not tkis cfi&& upon the Mind, they render 
the Occupiers the more inexcuſable, and leave no place 
for pleading want of Ability and Opportunity to do 
better. An on the other ſide, when theſe Opportu- 
nities are neglected and abuſed; God often transfers them 
into a. morg e Hand; He permits the Luxury of 
a prodigal Heir, the Violence of an Enemy or Op- 
preſſor, or the Fraud of fome crafty Over-reacher to 


change the Property, and place the Bleſling in ano- 


ther Family, and thus lets out this Vineyard too, 
. who will render him the Fruits in their 
dns de n es e ai 9 Wü be 
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Solonrom hath made the Obſervation long ago in that pro. . 2 


very remarkable Paſſage to this purpoſe, A good Man 
leaveth am Inheritance to his Childrens Children, and th 
Wealth of the Wicked is laid up for the Juſt. y 


And Job to the ſame purpoſe. This is the Portion o .. .. 
2 a wiched Man with God, and the Heritage of Oppreſ- 15, 1. 


ors which they ſhall. receive of the Almighty. Though he 
heap up Silver as the Duſt, and prepare Raiment as the 
Clay; he may prepare it, but the 700 ſhall put it on, and 
the innotent ſhall divide the Silver. This, I ſay, is ſome- 
times done, and that is enough to prove that Men are 
accountable. But whether the Juſtice of God be thus 
viſible or no at preſent, yet it is manifeſt the time of 
our Stewardſhip cannot continue always. Death will 
one day diſplace us, and when we are thus put out, 
there is an univerſal Reckoning from which none can 
be exempted. A Reckoning, which this very Perſon 
himſelf who is our Maſter, and our Judge, hath pe- 
remptorily declared will chiefly turn upon that great 
Enquiry, Whether we have' fed the Hungry, clothed the 
Naked, viſited the Sick; That is, performed all the 
good Offices of Compaſſion, as proper Objects and 
Occaſions have preſented themſelves to us. And They 
who cannot diſcharge their Conſciences upon this Ar- 
ticle, ſhall be lookt upon as Betrayers of their Truſt; 
caſt» out of their Lord's Favour for imbezelling his 

ods, and doomed to everlaſting Puniſhment, for their 
baſe Inhumanity and perfidious Injuſtice. MO 

This Motive then to our Fidelity taken from our 
Failing is really the moſt proper and powerful that 
can be; becauſe it meets with that fundamental Mi- 
ſtake, which is the very Root of all our Miſtarriages 
in this kind, Is it not lawful for me to do what I wil! 


with mine own? is an Apology frequent in our Thoughts 
| 2 at 
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at leaſt, too frequent in our Mouths, when we-are in- 
vited to Works of Beneficence and Charity. But alas! 
we ſhould remember we do but uſurp that Sentence, and 
aſſume to our ſelves what we have not. Thoſe words 
in their true ſenſe belong to none but the Owner, and 
cannot become Us who are but Labourers in the Vine- 
yard. The Fruits and the Soil are His, and muſt be 


_ diſpoſed of according to His Diſcretion. He allows us 


Prov. 3. 27. 


Ephes. 4. 28. 


indeed Comforts and Conveniences of Life, he accepts 
and approves a provident Care for our Families, he 
does not tye us up to bare Neceſſities, but gives us leave 
to conſult our Rank and Quality in the World. But 
when this is done, when not only our Wants are ſu 
plied, but alſo a competent Proviſion is made for Decen- 
cy and Convenience; then God and the Poor put in the 
next Claim, and to overlook theſe for the ſake. of Luxu- 
ry or Pomp, is not only vain and extravagant, but wicked 
and unjuſt. It is not enough that we moderate our Ex- 
pences, ſatisfie our juſt Debts to others, and live within 
what human Laws call our own :+ But even then too we 
mult be frugal, if not for the Prevention of Injury to our 
Creditors, or our Relations, yet for the Supply of thoſe, 
who having nothing of their own, have upon that very 
account a Right to ſomething of Ours. And there- 
fore Solomon hath very ſignificantly exhorted to Alms- 
giving, by charging us, That we ſbou'd wot withhold 
good from them to whom it is due. And St. Paul com- 
mands Men to Labour with. their Hands, that they may 
have to give to them that are in need. So that it ſeems 
Charity is not ſo much a Gift as a Debt; And an uni- 
verſal Debt too, if even thoſe who work hard for their 
2 Livelihood, are not exempted from ſome Proportion 
0 it. ** | 8 * 1 I) ' r | 
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But the Other Part of this Argument, that of this 
Mammon of Qnrighteouſneſs not being our own, is no 
leſs pertinent to the preſent purpoſe, than its being a 
Truſt. For does not common Prudence teach every: 
Man to make the beſt of what he can keep but a lit- 
tle while? To take the ſtrongeſt Security he can get 
for a thing that 1s perpetually in Danger, to lay out 
what we are afraid of loſing in ſomewhat lets ſubject 
to-Chance, and Rapine ? Is not this the Ground of all, 
the Purchaſes we make, of all the Treaſures we com- 
mit to Perſons of Credit, and places of Strength ? Here. 
then is the Advantage mentioned by our Lord, which 
makes my Third and laſt Particular; for no Security is 
ſo ſtrong, no Repoſitory ſo ſafe, no Purchale fo gain- 
ful, ſo tree from Caſualty as This; where by making to 
our ſelves Friends of the Mammon of QUnrighteouſneſs, we 
provide moit effectually againſt our Failing, and enſure 
everlaſting Habitations. 

The Steward was ſenſible his Life was not to end with 


his Office, and therefore if That would maintain him 


no longer, ſome other Courſe muſt be taken that would. 
And Our Caſe is in this reſpect the ſame with His. For, 


though Death or ſome other Diſpenſation leave us no- 


thing to manage, yet Death it ſelf does not make an 


an abſolute End of us; but leads us to a Eg with 


our Maſter; and a State, for which we are infinitely 
more concerned to provide, than that we are in at pre- 
ſent. The greateſt Prudence we can poſſibly exerciſe 


or attain to, is always to keep that Futurity in our 
Eye, to direct all our Aims thither, and endeavour to 
make all we have, and all we do, turn to ſome good ac- 


count in that moſt important Affair. And, that our 
works of Piety and Charity will do ſo, we have not 


only this Encouragement of our Saviour's Promiſe we 64 
g ut 
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Marth, 25. 44: but his poſitive Award to the righteous and merciful 


2 Cor. 8. 


1 Tim. 6. 18. 


Heb. 6. 10. 


Men, to whom, in the Deſcription of the general Judg- 
ment, he aſſigns eternal Lite, for having relieved him 
in his diſtreſſed Brethren. And it deſerves our notice, 


that the Sheep on the right Hand and the Goats on the 


left are ſuppoſed equal in the Abilities and Opportunities 
to do good ; that which made the mighty Difference be- 
tween them at laſt, was that the one did all the Good they 


conld, the other neglededt o do the Good they ought and 


might have done. Hence St. Paul calls Acts of Mercy and 


Bounty Seed ſown in the Ground, which, at the general 
Harveſt in the end of the World, ſhall be ſure to yield a 


prodigious Encreaſe; He charges them that are rich in this 
World, that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in uncer- 
tain Riches but in the living God, that they be willing to 
diſtribute, ready to communicate, rich in good works, lay- 
ing up for themſelves à good foundation; or as the word ſig- 
nifies, a ſtrong Security, that they may lay hold on eternal 
Life. And, as One whom we have already in Bonds 
cannot get quit of his Obligation, without the moſt 
perfidious Dealing that can be; So the ſame Apoſtle 
repreſents any failure in this point, as a Reflection up- 
on the Honour and juſtice of God, which he can ne- 
ver ſuffer; and plainly intimates, that he would be 
even unrig hteous, ſhould he forget thoſe Mens good Works 
and Labour of Love, who miniſter to the Neceſſities f 


the Saints. And ſure then we are of all Creatures moſt 


happy, whoſe Temptations of greateſt Danger are thus 
converted into Occaſions of the higheſt Virtue : When 
the ſhort, the periſhing Droſs of this Word is improved 
into a Crown which fadeth not away, for ever in the 
Heavens. O Let us admire the Wiſdom of our good 
God, who hath inſtructed us how to diſpoſe of our 


Wealth to ſuch infinite Advantage; Let us adore his 


Con- 
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when the whole is his due, and rewards us for gi- 
ving back a little of his own; Let us bleſs him tor 
the precious Opportunities of being merciful; and count 
it a Favour, that He, who vouchſated to be made 
for our ſakes, did at his leaving the World promiſe we 
ſhould have his Repreſentatives the Poor always with 
us, and that whenever We will We may do Therh good, 
and in Them do Him good, Let us behave our ſelves as 
Perſons duly ſenſible what a gracious Maſter we Have, 
who is only then diſpleaſed, when we ſtand in our own 
Light, and deſires that we would uſe his Talents to 
our own Intereſts. And laſtly, let us be ſure to remem- 
ber that this Maſter will one day be our Jadge, and 
therefore that we muſt manage all the Gifts he hath en- 
truſted us with, as thoſe that muſt give an account; Ever 
ſtudying, and ever praying ſo to pals through things 
temporal, that we finally loſe not the things eternal. 
And now, were I to judge the effect of this Diſcourſe, 
from the Importance of the Subject, and the Weight 
of the Arguments contained in my Text, it were no 


vain Preſumption to ſuppoſe the Minds of all whom 


Providence hath qualified for this Duty, reſolved upon 


the thing in general, and only in ſuſpence how to diſ- 
poſe their Liberality, ſo as might beſt promote the 


Honour of God, and the Comfort and Benefit of their 


indigent Brethren: And this indeed is a very reaſona- 


ble Care; For ſince no Man's Abundance can ſuffice to 
ſupply the Neceſſities of all that lack, Prudence ſhould” 
regulate our Charity, and determine it to the beſt 


Objects and moſt uſeful Methods. But even that Care 


is provided for here: The preſent Solemnity having 
this peculiar Advantage, that it does not only excite 


10 Alms and great Beneficence, but it furniſhes noble 
Patterns, 
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Patterns, and admirable Directions for beſtowing them 


in the moſt Chriſtian and diſcreet manner. 


This is the Uſe moſt proper to be made of that Try: 


Report, which (not from any Principle of Vanity or 


Oſtentation, but for the better ſhining of this Light, 
that Others may ſee theſe good Works, and by do- 
ing the like, glorifie our Father which is in Hea- 
ven) I am now about to make, Of the great Number 
of poor Children and other poor People, maintained in 
the ſeveral Hoſpitals under the pious Care of the LORD 
MAYOR, Commonalty, and Citizens of the City of 
LONDON, the Near laſt paſt. 


Here follow'd the preſent State of Chriſt's, St. Bar- 
tholomew's, St. Thomas, Bridewell, and Beth- 
lem Hoſpitals: As alſo of the newly erected Cor- 


poration for Work-houſes in the City and Liberties 
of London. 


See here, my Chriſtian Brethren, ſee a Field, fair 
and ſpacious, and ( blefled be that Grace of God 
which ſuggeſts all our good Counſels to us) a 
Field already fruitful too. Yet is not the produce ſo 
plenteous, nor the boundaries of it ſo narrow, but there 
is ſtill room left for freſh Improvements, and need 
of more Hands to cultivate and enrich it. A Scheme 
of Charities, which but to name ſhould be effectually 
to recommend them. Did I ſay ſhould be? Nay it 
muſt be ſo, to all that will give themſelves leave to 


conſider, The Excellence and Uſefulneſs of the Works 
themſelves; The Occaſions that ſtill call for them ; 


And the Security of all Contributions of this kind 
being faithfully and prudently applied to the Purpo- 


ſes intended to be ſerved by them. One word upon 


cach 


ſuffered to periſh; To You that are Parents, who feel (but 


Charity to the Poor. I7 


— _— 


each of theſe I crave your Patience for; And One word 
will ſuffice, after the elegant and powerful Labours of 
thoſe Reverend Perſons who have ſtood here before me. 
And Firſt, Can you be Men, can you be Parents, hg n. ge 
can you be Citizens, but eſpecially, can you be Chri- cdl. 
ſtians, and not applaud, admire, advance a Delign fo 
full of Humanity and tender Care, ſo uſeful to your 
Country, ſo beneficial to Religion, as that which takes 
up Orphans and little Children, when their Father 
and Mother forſake them; torſake them not from 
want of Inclination, but from want of Power to 
give them Suſtenance and Education? The Condition 
of poor and gentle Babes preſents us with ſo much 
of helpleſs Innocence, ſo engaging a Sweetneſs, and 
Proſpects ſo full of Hope, that nothing leſs than an 
abſolute Degeneracy from human Nature can either 
admit of any Cruelty to ſuch, or {hut out a very ten- 
der feeling of their Sufferings and Wants. If thoſe 
Neceſſities of many others whom Wickedneſs and Sloth 
have brought ſo low, do, as indeed they juſtly may in 
ſome degree, forbid or check our Bounty; Yet theſe 
tis ſure have neither Powers to ſuperſede, nor Faults 
to render them unworthy, our Pity and Relief. And if 
in Caſes of this Nature our Compaſſion do not only ſup- 
ply Proviſion for the convenient and comfortable Support 
of Life, but extend to their Improvement by the Methods 
of profitable and pious Education; the Benefit is ſuch as 
renders even that Poverty a Bleſſing, which called them 
out from a private Family and narrow Fortune, and gave 
them a Title to the publick Care of ſo many provident 
and generous eee L appeal therefore to You that 
are Men, whether it be not barbarous and brutiſh, that any 
of thoſe little Ones that ſtand now before You, ſhould be 
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ſo feel as to know withal that neither mine nor any other 
Tongue can expreſs) the Yearnings of a Father, or the 
Soundings of a tender Mother's Bowels, whether what 
You would above all things wiſh, that Others (ſuppo- 
fing a Reverſe of Fortune) ſhou'd do for You and Yours, 
You ought not (as bleſſed be God it now is with You) with 
2 moſt affectionate Cheerfulneſs to do for Them and 
Theirs. To all Lovers of their Country I appeal, whe- 
ther a greater Service can be done to the Publick, than 
by thus inſtructing Orphans and Poor in honeſt Induſtry 
and uſeful Knowledge, to render them profitable and 
eminent in their Generations; Them who but for ſuch 
Care muſt have been a dead Weight at leaſt, if not a 
Scandal and a Burthen to the State. And to all ſerious 
Chriſtians I appeal, whether it be not an act of the 
trueſt Piety to ſcafon ſuch with good Principles betimes, 
to train them up while Children in the way they ſhould 
go, that when they are old they may not depart from it; 
To preſerve them from thoſe Snares and Temptations of 
the World, which Penury and Friendleſsneſs would ex- 
poſe theſe to above the Danger common to other Men, 
and thus at once to fave their Bodies, their Fortunes, and 
their Souls. So juſtly hath that Royal Foundation 
where theſe noble Defigns are ſo regularly, fo vigorouſly 
purſued, the Honour of being ſtiled Chriſt's Hoſpital, 
His, who is the general Lover of Mankind; His, who 
declares the Kingdom of God to confiſt of ſuch as theſe 
little Children; Hic, who hath told us that every Kind- 
neſs we do to the leaſt of theſe His Brethren, we do 

it unto Him. > uh 
This is to carry up and finiſh the living Temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt, but abſolutely neceffary it is, that ſome 
Proviſion ſhould be made for the Repair of theſe 
Temples, when they grow ruinous and ſhattered 
8 through 
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through accidental Breaches or natural Decay. Age 
and Infirmities, Sickneſs and Pains, Wounds and Brui- 
ſes and putritying Sores are of themſelves and in any 
Condition very heavy Calamities; But, when all theſe 
are aggravated by Poverty, Want of Supplies, and that 
which follows then of Courſe, Want of Attendance 
and Remedies and Friends, renders the Burthen inſu 
portable: And all that Nature then hath left to do is 
to groan out a Lite of Miſery, by ſuch degrees as Sor- 
row and Anguiſh Loathſomneſs and neglected Languiſh- 
ings ſhall waſte the Spirits by, and drive out the Soul from 
its no longer habitable Dwelling. But bleſſed, ever bleſ- 
ſed be thoſe Bowels of Compaſſion, which by the Sup- 
rt and Encouragement to the Hoſpitals of St. Bartho- 
lowew-and St. Thomas, provide a Sanctuary for, and give 
new Life to the helpleſs and wounded : That ſecure to 
the Poor thoſe Advantages of diligent Care and ex- 
iſite Skill, which many times it is not in the Power 
even of the Rich and Great to have equal Benefit of: 
That thus adminiſter Comfort under and Medicines to 
heal their Sickneſs. 'This' is a noble Inſtance of our 
Mercy, and due to human Nature in general ; but 


when thoſe Aches and Pains, thoſe maimed or brui- 


ſed or broken Limbs are (as in this caſe many of 
them are) the Hand of War, and the effect of Valour 
and Fidelity in the Service of their Country; We then 
owe it in Juſtice, and ought to conſider, that we have 
Eaſe and Health at the Expence of theſe poor Wretehes 


Ulcers and Agonies. And therefore to pour Balm into Their 
Wounds, is butas to pay back a very little of what we owe 
to Them, who have ſtood in the Gap, and hazarded their 
Lives in Defence of the Plenty we enjoy; It is not for Us 
lo much to become Theirs, as gratefully to acknowledge 


Them, who are already Our much greater Benefactors. 
| D 2 But 
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Ferhlem, But of all that variety of Miſeries and Diſeaſes which 
aſſault and afflict human Nature, none are more deplo- 
rable than thoſe that invade the Seat of Reaſon, and 
by Frenzies and Furies ſo diſturb the Imagination, and 
confound the Meaſures of the Judgment, that all 
the Powers of regular Thought, and the very. firſt 
Principles of Action are quite loſt and overturn'd. This 
is a Subject as hard to bear, as to give a juſt Repreſent- 
tion of; There is lomewhat in it ſoexceeding melancholy 
and ſhocking, that Iwill only ſuffer my ſelf to beg 
of all You, that are ſenſible of the Advantages of being 
able to tranſa& the Buſineſs of this and a better World, 
that Ye from thence would judge the unparallell'd 
Calamity of falling into an utter Incapacity for both. 
Expreſs Your thankfulneſs then for the Privilege pe- 
culiar to Our Species, by ee a Charity, which 
does not only, as the former, contribute to the making 
Men eaſier and better, but reſtores and makes thoſe to 
be Men again, who through diſtempered and a diſor- 
dered Mind had moſt unfortunately ceaſed to be ſo. 

Bridewell an“ Two other Inſtances remain behind, neceſſary, uſeful, 

Work houſes. and truly Chriſtian, by which the vicious and diſſolute 

are corrected, and the idle profitably employed. Stripes 

for the Sluggard, and a Rod for the Back of Fools, 
are the greateſt Charity to themſelves, and a mighty 

Service to the Publick. How many by theſe Methods 

might be ſaved from the Infamy and Puniſhment of 

a ſcandalous Death? How many Souls retrieved out of 

the Snare and Captivity of the. Devil > How many 

Hands gained to the Publick > How many Properties 

preſerved ? How many uſeful Manufactures improved? 

If therefore you would indeed advance your Trade, con- 

tribute to thoſe Work-houſes-and Places of Diſcipline 

upon Idleneſs and Pilfering, which endeayour — 
y | there 
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there may be no ſuch thing any longer among us, as an 
unprofitable Member of the Body Politick. If you would 
conſult the Honour of our Nation, and be at caſe from 
Clamour and Deceit, ſcatter thoſe Troops of Vaga- 
bonds in your ' Streets, which are the Peſt and the 
Reproach of England And let not Beggary be any 
longer choſen for a Trade more gainful and eaſie, 
than uſeful Pains in a laborious Vocation. If you 
would effectually promote Reformation of Manners, 
bow their Bodies to Diſcipline, who from being lazy 
do naturally and quickly grow to be lewd : If you 
would ſpare the Lives of your fellow Subjects, let the 
Scourge and the Task-maſter prevent the Executioner 
and the Gibbet: If you would enjoy the Fruits of your 
own honeſt lnduſtry in Peace and Safety, put thoſe good 
Men who purſue theſe Deſigns, in a condition of bringing 
the Apoſtles Advice into conſtant and general. Practice, 
Let him that ſtole ſteal no more, but rather let him la- 
bour, working with his Hande. 

2. You Have ſeen the Excellency of theſe Works of 
Charity; And for the Neceſſity of your farther Aſſiſtance 
to them, I ſhall only deſire You would ſeriouſly reflect 
upon the happy Effects they have already produced; 
Upon the much greater Benefit they are capable of pro- 
ducing ; Upon the Loſſes and Calamities theſe Foun- 
dations have ſuſtained, and been greatly ſtreightned by; 
And upon the noble Examples of thoſe generous and 
merciful Men and Women, whoſe Memories deſerve to 
live for ever, ſince the Fruits of their Liberality have 
by this pradent Difpoſal been tranſmitted to Poſterity ; 
And Children yet unborn ſhall be bound to bleſs Them, 
as they ſhall You; if, provok d by thoſe: Patterns, You 
ſhall at once imitate, : enlarge, and perfect what they 
have ſo. wiſely, ſo proſitably, ſo pioufly begun. 
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Let me add one more Argument for augmenting 
theſe. Foundations, which is, That they are a parti- 
cular Honour to this noble and populous City, and an un- 
anſwerable Vindication of the reformed Religion, begun 
and carried on by Proteſtants, who by the nople Pomp of 
theſe three Days might reaſonably hope to convince the 
Enemies of our Church, that Charity is no leſs Ours than 
Their Care: The Difference (we may if we pleaſe make 
them ſenſible) is, that we do it upon a ſounder Principle 
and to much better Purpoſes. A few ſuch Receptacles as 
Theſe, when well employed, turning to better Account, 
doing Mankind more Good and God more Honour, than 
many Cloiſters filled with holy Drones, whoſe Cells have 
been ſo often found to be but the more ſpecious Nur- 
{cries of Sloth, and ſome of their very Mortifications the 
moſt exquiſite Luxury. 2 01065 0 

Nor 1s there in the laſt place any Colour for that 
which Men generally.plead in bar to their Bounty, The 
fear, I mean, of having it neglected and abuſed: No, the 
Governors of theſe Foundations have that peculiar Hap- 
pineſs of engaging the Affections, the Prayers, the Com- 
mendations of all good Men, of coveting thoſe that 
would calumniate them with their own Confuſion, and 
of beating from their 'laſt Refuge thoſe. narrow Spirits 
2 would fain keep themſelves 1 _ 
this more frequently alledged, than in good earneſt belie- 
ved — of abuſed Charity. — 4 — were 
my own Abilities in recommending equal to Yours in 
managing theſe Charities, I would make no Difficulty 
of promiſing my ſolf a more than common Succeſs, 
in this auguſt and ſolemi Audience. The Former God 
I hope wil proſper, land not ſuffer the Seed I have 
ſovn to be caſt upon altogether barren ground; And 
for the Latter, Rigi i donowrable an Worfhipful , I con- 


clude 
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ns clude with exhorting You moſt carneſtly to become eve- 

ti ry day more and more, what You already are, a com- 

n- mon Bleſſing. Proceed with Vigour in this glorious 

un Work; continue faithful Stewards of other Peoples 

of Liberality, and, in Proportion to your reſpective Cir- 

he cumſtances, cheerful and large Diſpenſers of your own , 
an May Others ſee your good Works, and add daily to the 
ke Number of them; May You, in your publick and in- 

le corporated Capacity never fail till time it ſelf ſhall fail; 

as — 2. ye ſhall (as remember you ſhortly muſt) fail 

nt, in your perſonal and natural Capacity, may that great 

an 


Lord above, whoſe Stewards you have been, receive 
every one of Tor into everlaſting Habitations, Amen. 
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, HE Works of Flavius Faſephus; Tranſlated into Engliſh by 
Fir Roger LEftrange Knight, vis. 

9 1. The An 1quities of the Fews, in 20 Books. 

II. Their Wars with the Romans, in ſeven Books. © 

III. The Life of Foſephas written by himſelt. 

IV. His Book againſt Apion, in Defence of the Antiquities of the 
Zews, in two Parts. E 
V. The Martyrdom of the Maccabees. As alſo, , | 
VI. Ahilos Embaſly from the Fews of Ale æandria to Cains Caligula. 

All carefully reviſed and compared with the original Greek: * 

To which are added Two Diſcourſes, and ſeveral Remarks and 
Obſervations upon Foſephas. 

Together with Maps, Sculptures, and accurate Indexes. 

The Fables of ata; 1 4 with Morals and Reflexions, Folio. 

Fables and Stories Moralized, being a ſecond Part of the Fables of 
Aſop, and other eminent Mythologiſts, &c. Folio. 

Eraſmns's Colloquies in Engliſh, 80. 

uevedo's Viſions, 80. 
Ihbeſe five by Sir Roger L Eſtrange. 

Several Sermons on ſpecial Occaſions. 

The Chrittian Religion no juſt Offence to the Fews. Eight Ler- 
mons preach'd at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, in the Year 
1701. Being the Lecture founded by the Honourable Robert Boyle, 
Eſquire. Theſe by Dr. Stanhope. | 

The genuine Epiſtles of St. Barnabas, St. Ignatius, St. Clement, St. Po- 

(fated and publiſhed in En- 
7 = L 4 
A practical Diſcourſe concerning Swearing, 80. 
The Authority of Chriſtian Princes, over Eccleſiaſtical Sy nods, in 
Anſwer to a Letter to a Ondocat ion- Man, So. 

An Appeal to all the true Members of the Church of England, in 
behalf of the King's Supremacy, 80. 8 

The Principles of the Church of Englan i explained in a brief Com- 
N on the Church-Catechiſin. The Second Edition, 80. 

The Church of Rome no Guide in Matters of Faith, Oc. $0. Price 64. 

Sermons on ſeveral Occaſions, 40. 

Theſe by Dr. Wake, Dean of Exon. 
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